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Sir: 



In response to the written requirement for an election of species dated April 7, 2006, 
Applicant hereby elects for purposes of examination Species XI, Figures 8A-8B. 

Independent claim 324 and dependent claims 327-328, 330, 332-335, 365-369, 372-375 
and 378-385 are generic, and readable on Species XI, Figure 8A-8B. 

Non-generic independent claim 386 is readable on Species XI, Figure 8A-8B. 
The following claims are presented for allowance: 

Claim 324 (currently amended): An adjustable spring mechanism comprising: 

a Iksrt lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism, wherein said first lockablo 
locking telescoping spring mechanism comprises a resilient spring material; 

a movable actuation button wherein said actuation button is selectively movable 
from a first locked position to a second unlocked position; wherein moving said actuation 
button to said sec ond unlocked position unlocks said lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism and actuates said fifst lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism 
allowing said resilient spring material to be moved: mov e d and wherein upon actuation. 
actuation said resilient spring material, if compressed, will resiliently expand unless a 
sufficient compressive force is applied to said fost lockable locking telescoping spring 
mechanism; 

and wh e r e in said first lockable teloscoping spring mechanism comprises an 
actuation mechanism for engaging and moving said actuation button comprising ef said 
fifst lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism to said second unlocked position; 
wherein said actuation mechanism comprises; 
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at least a first and second fulcrum bearing surface surfac e ; a s e cond fulcrum 
b e aring surfac e; wherein said actuation button is disposed opposite said first and said 
second fulcrum bearing surfaces; and a first actuation lever; 

wherein said first actuation lever comprises including a second section; wherein 
said second section extends from said first fulcrum bearing surface to said second 
fulcrum bearing surface, and; wherein said second section of said first actuation lever is 
disposed opposite said actuation button, and opposite each said first and said s e cond 
fulcrum bearing surface surfaces ; wherein said first actuation lever can bear against each 
at l e ast a first fulcrum bearing surface and said actuation button; 

wherein said first actuation lever can move in at least two opposite directions: 
dir e ctions, wherein movement in at least two directions can result in moving said 
actuation button to said second unlocked position : wherein movement of said first 
actuation lever can move at least a portion of said first actuation lever away from said 
first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein moving said first actuation lever 
results in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e 
locking telescoping spring mechanism, m e chanism; and wh e rein said first actuation l e v e r 
can rotat e ; 

Claim 325 (currently amended): The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said first actuation lever can be spatially displaced away from said first fulcrum bearing 
surface resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first 
lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein said first actuation lever can 
be spatially displaced away from said second fulcrum bearing surface resulting in 
d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein the entirety of said first actuation lever can 
be spatially displaced away from said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces 
resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e 
locking telescoping spring mechanism; 
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and wh e r e in said fir s t actuation l e v e r can b e mov e d away from said first and said 
s e cond fulcrum bearing surfac e s; wherein pivoting said first actuation lever moves a 
portion of said first actuation lever away from said first and said second fulcrum bearing 
surfaces and results resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and actuating 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 326 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said actuation button is disposed between said first and said second fulcrum bearing 
surfaces; wherein said first actuation lever can be moved away from said first and said 
second fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein pivoting said first actuation lever in two 
directions moves a portion of said first actuation lever away from said first and said 
second fulcrum bearing surfaces and results re s ulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation 
button and actuating said first lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 327 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324; wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism further comprises at least a first 
longitudinal surface disposed lon gitudinal longitudinally parall e l said first lockabl e 
locking telescoping spring mechanism facing said actuation button ; wherein said first 
longitudinal lon gitudinally disposed surface surfac e s comprising an insid e surfac e facing 
faces said actuation button, and an outsid e s urfac e facing away from said actuation 
button; wherein said first actuation lever is disposed at least between said first 
longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface and said actuation button. 

Claim 328 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 327, wherein 
said first longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an opening through 
which said first actuation lever extends; wherein said first actuation lever can move 
within said opening. 
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Claim 329 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 328; 
wherein said opening comprising of said first longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface 
comprises an enlarged opening through which said first actuation lever extends; and 
wherein said first actuation lever can spatially move within said enlarged opening; 
wherein said first actuation lever can be spatially displaced away from said first fulcrum 
bearing surface resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said 
first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein said first actuation 
lever can be spatially displaced away from said second fulcrum bearing surface resulting 
in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism; 

and wherein the entirety of said first actuation lever be spatially displaced away 
from said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces resulting in d e pressing moving 
said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism; 

and wh e rein said first actuation l e v e r can b e mov e d away from said first and said 
s e cond fulcrum bearing s urfaces; wherein pivoting said first actuation lever in two 
directions moves a portion of said first actuation lever away from at least one said a first 
fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and 
actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 330 (previously presented) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, 
wherein said first actuation lever comprises a first handle section; wherein said first 
fulcrum bearing surface is disposed between said first handle section and said actuation 
button. 

Claim 331 (previously presented) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, 
wherein said first actuation lever comprises a third handle section; wherein said second 
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fulcrum beariing surface is disposed between said third handle section and said actuation 
button. 

Claim 332 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 328, wherein 
said opening comprising ef said first longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface 
comprises said first fulcrum bearing surface on which said first actuation lever can move; 
and wherein said first actuation lever can rotate on said first fulcrum bearing surface. 

Claim 333 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 327; wherein 
said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism further comprises at least a 
second longitudinal surface disposed lon gitudinal longitudinally parall e l said fifst 
lookabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism: m e chanism, wherein said second 
lon gitudinally disposed surface faces said actuation button, and is disposed g e n e rally 
opposite said first longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface; said second longitudinal 
surface compri s ing an insid e surfac e facing s aid actuation button button, and an outsid e 
surfac e facing away from said actuation button ; wherein said first actuation lever is 
disposed at least between said first longitudinally disposed4 Rside surface of said first 
longitudinal surface and said insid e surfac e of said second longitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surface. 

Claim 334 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 333, wherein 
said second longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an opening through 
which said first actuation lever extends; wherein said opening is disposed diametrically 
opposite said opening of said first lon gitudinally disposed longitudinal surface; and 
wherein said first actuation lever extends directly from said opening of said first 
longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface to said actuation button, and then extends 
further to said opening of said second lon gitudinally disposed longitudinal surface; 
wherein said first actuation lever is disposed specifically opposite said actuation button; 
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wherein a portion of said first actuation lever comprises at least one a fir s t cam lobe 
disposed eccentric to the rotational axis of said first actuation lever; and wherein at least a 
first cam lobe is disposed specifically opposite said actuation button; 

wherein said opening of said second longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface 
comprises said second fulcrum s urfac e on bearing surface, on which said first actuation 
lever can rotate; 

wherein rotating said first actuation lever moves a portion of said first actuation 
lever away from said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces resulting in 
d e pres s ing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 335 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 334, wherein 
at l e ast a first cam lobe is formed by decreasing at least a first portion of the outside 
diameter comprising ef said first actuation lever. 

Claim 336 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 333; wherein 
said second longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an enlarged opening 
through which said first actuation lever extends; and wherein said first actuation lever can 
spatially move within said enlarged opening of said second longitudinally disposed 



from said first fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation 
button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; and 
wherein said first actuation lever can be spatially displaced away from said second 
fulcrum bearing surface resulting in depr e ssing moving said actuation button and 
actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; 

and wherein the entirety of said first actuation lever be spatially displaced away 
from said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces resulting in depressing moving 
said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism; 




surface; wherein said first actuation lever can be spatially displaced away 
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and wher e in said first actuation lev e r can b e mov e d away from said first and said 
second fulcrum b e aring surfaces; wherein pivoting said first actuation lever i n two 
dir e ctions moves a portion of said first actuation lever away from at least one said a fir s t 
fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pr e s s ing moving said actuation button and 
actuating said fir s t lockable locking telescoping spring mechanismf 

and wh e rein said first actuation lev e r can rotat e. 

Claim 337 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 336, wherein 
said enlarged opening of said second longitudinallv disposed longitudinal surface 
comprises said second fulcrum bearing surface. 

Claim 338 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising ei said first lockable locking telescoping spring 
mechanism further comprises a second actuation lever disposed opposite said actuation 
button; wherein said second actuation lever extends generally orthogonal orthogonally to 
from said first actuation lever; 

wherein said second actuation lever can move; wherein movement of said second 
actuation lever can move at least a portion of at least one of said first and said second a 
fifst actuation levers l e v e r away from at least one said a-fifst fulcrum bearing surface; 
wherein moving said second actuation lever results in d e pressing moving said actuation 
button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanismt-and 
wh e r e in said second actuation l e v e r con rotat e. 

Claim 339 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 338, wherein 
said second actuation lever can rotate: wherein rotating said second actuation lever can 
spatially displace at least a portion of at least one of said first and said second a first 
actuation levers lev e r away from one said a fir s t fulcrum bearing surface resulting in 
d e pressing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking 
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telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein rotating said second actuation lever in two 
directions, can move at least one of said a first and said second actuation levers l e v e r 
away from at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface resulting in depr e ssing moving 
said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
m e chanism: mechanism. 

and wherein pivoting said second aotuation l e v e r con mov e at l e ast on e said a first 
actuation lev e r away from at least a first fulcrum bearing surfac e r e sulting in d e pressing 
said actuation button and actuating s aid first lockabl e t e l e scoping spring h e ight 
adjustm e nt lifting m e chanism; 

and wh e r e in pivoting said s e cond actuation l e ver can spatially displac e at l e ast 
on e said a first actuation lev e r away fi-om at l e ast a first fulcrum b e oring surface r e siilting 
in d e pr e ssing said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e t e l e scoping spring 
height adjustm e nt lifting m e chanism . 

Claim 340 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 338, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring comprises a third longitudinal surface 
disposed longitudinal longitudinally parallel said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism: mechanism, wherein said third surface faces said actuation button, and is 
disposed g e n e rally orthogonal said first and said second longitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surfaces; said third longitudinal surfac e comprising an in s id e surface facing 
said actuation button, and an outsid e surfac e facing away from said actuation button; 
wherein said second actuation lever is disposed between said insid e surfac e of said third 
longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface and said first actuation lever. 

Claim 341 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 340, wherein 
said third longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an opening through 
which said second actuation lever extends; wherein said second actuation lever can move 
within said opening ; and wh e r e in said second actuation lover can rotat e. 
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Claim 342 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 341, wherein 
said opening of said third longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an 
enlarged opening through which said second actuation lever extends; and wherein said 
second actuation lever can spatially move within said enlarged opening; 

and wherein at least a portion of said second actuation lever can be moved away 
from at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface ; wh e r e in pivoting said s e cond 
actuation l e ver mov e s at l e ast on e of said first and said s e cond a first actuation l e v e rs 
l e v e r away from at l e ast a first fulcrum bearing surfac e resulting in depressing said 
actuation button and actuating said first lockable tel e scoping s pring m e chanism; and 
wh e rein rotating said first actuation lev e r can mov e at least on e of said first and said 
s e cond a first actuation l e v e r away from at l e ast a first fulcrum bearing surface r es ulting 
in depre s sing said actuation button and actuating said fir s t lockabl e locking t e l e sco ping 
spring mechanism . 

Claim 343 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 338, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising ef said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism further comprises a third fulcrum bearing surface; and wherein said third 
fulcrum bearing surface is disposed g e n e rally orthogonal te said first and said second 
fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein said second actuation lever comprises a second 
section; wherein said second section extends at least from said first actuation lever to said 
third fulcrum bearing surface; wherein said second actuation lever is disposed opposite 
said actuation button and opposite said third fulcrum bearing surface; and wherein at least 
one of said a-first and said second actuation levers l e ver can directly contact said 
actuation buttont 

wh e r e in said s e cond actuation l e v e r can move; wh e rein movem e nt of said s e cond 
actuation l e v e r can mov e at l e a s t a portion of said second actuation l e v e r away from at 
l e ast a first fulcrum b e aring surface; wh e r e in moving said s e cond actuation l e ver r e sults 
in d e pr e ssing said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e t e l e scoping spring 
mechanism; and wh e r e in said se cond actuation l e v e r can rotat e. 



10 



11 



Serial No. 09/566,215 Docket No. LSN-5 

Claim 344 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 343, wherein 
said second actuation lever can be spatially displaced away from at least one said a first 
fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and 
actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein said 
second actuation lever can spatially displace at least a portion of at least a first one of said 
first and said second actuation levers away from at least a first fulcrum bearing surface. 
resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e 
locking telescoping spring mechanism; 

and wher e in said s e cond actuation l e v e r can b e moved away from at least on e _said 
a first fulcrum b e aring surfac e ; wherein pivoting said second actuation lever can be 
pivoted away from at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface: sHtfeee wherein 
pivoting said second actuation lever can spatially displace a portion of at least one of said 
first and said second » fest actuation levers leve? away from at least one said a first 
fulcrum bearing surface, resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and 
actuating said fir s t lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 345 (previously presented) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 343, 
wherein said second actuation lever comprises a first handle section; wherein said third 
fulcrum bearing surface is disposed between said first handle section and said second 
section of said second actuation lever. 

Claim 346 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 341, wherein 
said opening of said third longitudinally disposed longitudinal surf^ace comprises a sai4 
third fulcrum bearing surface upon en which said second actuation lever can pivot; 
wherein pivoting said second actuation lever moves at least a portion of at least one of 
said first and said second a first actuation levers l e v e r away from at least one said a first 
fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and 
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actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism ; and wh e r e in said 
s e cond actuation l e v e r con rotate on said third fulcrum bearing surface . 

Claim 347 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 343, wherein 
said second actuation lever can be spatially displaced away from said third fulcrum 
bearing surface; wherein said second actuation lever can rotate: wherein rotating said 
second actuation lever in two directions, can spatially displace displaces at least a portion 
of at least one of said first and said second a first actuation levers l e ver away from at least 
one said a first fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation 
button and actuating said first lockable locking telescoping spring height adjustm e nt 
lifting mechanism ; and wher e in pivoting said second actuation l e v e r in two directions, 
spatially di s place s at l e ast a first actuation l e v e r away from at l e ast on e said a fir s t 
fulcrum bearing surfac e resulting in d e pr e ssing said actuation button and actuating s aid 
first lockabl e t e l e scoping spring mechanism . 

Claim 348 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 340, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring comprises a fourth longitudinal surface 
disposed longitudinal longitudinally parallel said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism: mechanism, wherein said fourth longitudinally disposed surface faces said 
actuation button, and is disposed opposite said third longitudinallv disposed surface, and 
g e n e rally orthogonal te said first and said second longitudinallv disposed longitudinal 
surfaces; said fourtii longitudinal surface compri s ing an insid e surface facing said 
actuation button, and an outside surface facing away from said actuation button; wherein 
said second actuation lever is disposed between said insid e surface of said third 
longitudinallv disposed longitudinal surface and said insid e surfac e of said fourth 
longitudinallv disposed longitudinal surface. 

Claim 349 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 343, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising ef said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
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mechanism comprises a fourth fulcrum bearing surface; wherein said fourth fulcrum 
bearing surface is disposed generally opposite said third fulcrum bearing surface, and 
generally between said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein said 
second section of said second actuation lever extends from said third fulcrum bearing 
surface to said fourth fulcrum bearing surface; wherein said actuation button is disposed 
opposite said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces; and wherein said second 
section of said second actuation lever is disposed opposite said actuation button; 

wherein said second actuation lever can move; wherein movement of said second 
actuation lever can move at least a portion of said second actuation lever away from said 
third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein moving said second fifst 
actuation lever results in depr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said fifst 
lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein said second fifst actuation 
lever can rotate; 

and wherein said second actuation lever can comprise said second fulcrum 
bearing surface. 

Claim 350 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 349, wherein 
said second actuation lever can be spatially displaced away from said third fulcrum 
bearing surface resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said 
first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein said first actuation 
lever can be spatially displaced away from said fourth fulcrum bearing surface resulting 
in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said fir s t lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein the entirety of said second actuation lever 
can be spatially displaced away from said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces 
resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e 
locking telescoping spring mechanism; 

and wh e r e in said s e cond actuation l e v e r can b e mov e d away from said third and 
said fourth fulcrum b e aring s urfaces; wherein pivoting said second actuation lever moves 
a portion of said second first actuation lever away from said third and said fourth fulcrum 
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bearing surfaces resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said 
first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 351 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 349, wherein 
said third fulcrum bearing surface is disposed generally orthogonal to said first and said 
second fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein said actuation button is disposed between said 
third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein at least a portion of said second 
actuation lever can be moved away from said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing 
surfaces; wherein pivoting said second actuation lever m two dir e ctions moves a portion 
of said second actuation lever away from said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing 
surfaces resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and actuating said fifst 
lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 352 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 348, wherein 
said fourth longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an opening through 
which said second actuation lever extends; wherein said opening is disposed 
diametrically opposite said opening comprising of said third lon gitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surface; and wherein said second actuation lever extends directly from said 
opening of said third lon gitudinally disposed longitudinal surface to said first actuation 
lever, and then extends further to said opening of said fourth longitudinallv disposed 
longitudinal surface; wherein a portion of said second actuation lever comprises at least 
one a first cam lobe disposed eccentric to the rotational axis of said second actuation 
lever; and wherein at least a first cam lobe is disposed specifically opposite said first 
actuation lever; 

wherein said opening of said fourth longitudinal surface comprises a fourth 
fulcrum bearing surface on which said second actuation lever can rotate. 

wherein rotating said second actuation lever moves a portion of said second 
actuation lever away from said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces resulting in 
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depr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lookable locking 
telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 353 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 352, wherein 
at least one said a first cam lobe comprising e€ said second actuation lever is formed by 
decreasing at least a first portion of the outside diameter comprising ef said second 
actuation lever. 

Claim 354 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 348; wherein 
said fourth longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface comprises an enlarged opening 
through which said second actuation lever extends; and wherein said second actuation 
lever can spatially move within said enlarged opening of said fourth longitudinally 
disposed l ongitudinal surface; wherein said second actuation lever can be spatially 
displaced away from said fourth fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pr es sing moving 
said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism; and wherein said second actuation lever can be spatially displaced away 
from said third fulcrum bearing surface resulting in depressing moving said actuation 
button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; 

and wherein the entirety of said second actuation lever be spatially displaced 
away from said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces resulting in d e pr ess ing 
moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism; 

and wh e rein said s e cond actuation l e v e r con b e moved away from said third and 
s aid fourth fulorum b e aring surfaces; wherein pivoting said second actuation lever in two 
dir e ctions moves a portion of said second actuation lever away from at least one said a 
fifst fulcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and 
actuating said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism ; and wherein said first 
actuation l e v e r can rotat e. 
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Claim 355 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 354, wherein 
said enlarged opening of said fourth longitudinally disposed longitudinal surface 
comprises said fourth fulcrum bearing surface. 

Claim 356 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 349, wherein 
said second actuation lever comprises a third handle section; wherein said fourth fulcrum 
bearing surface is disposed between said third a handle section and said second section of 
said second actuation lever. 

Claim 357 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said first actuation lever comprises at least one a first cam lobe, wherein each said cam 
lobe lebes is ape disposed eccentric to the rotational axis of said first actuation lever, 
opposite said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces, and opposite said actuation 
button; 

wherein at least a portion of said first actuation lever can be moved away from 
said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein said first actuation lever can 
rotate: 

wherein rotating said first actuation lever causes a portion of said first actuation 
lever to be moved away from at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface causing a 
portion of said first actuation lever to engage and depress said actuation button resulting 
in depressing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 358 (previously presented) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 338, 
wherein said second actuation lever is disposed at a different elevation than said first 
actuation lever. 
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Claim 359 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 338, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising ef said first lookable locking telescoping spring 
mechanism comprises third and a fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein said actuation 
button is disposed opposite said third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein 
said second actuation lever comprises a second section, wherein said second section 
extends from said third fulcrum bearing surface to said fourth fulcrum bearing surface 
and is disposed opposite said actuation button, and opposite said third and said fourth 
fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein said second section can bear upon said third and said 
fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces; 

wherein said second actuation lever comprises at least one a fir s t cam lobe, 
wherein each said first cam lobe is disposed eccentric to the rotational axis of said second 
actuation lever, and wherein at least one said a first cam lobe is disposed opposite said 
third and said fourth fulcrum bearing surfaces, and opposite said actuation button; 

wherein at least a portion of said second actuation lever can be moved away from 
at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface; 

wherein rotating said second actuation lever causes a portion of said second 
actuation lever to be moved away from at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface 
resulting in d e pressing moving said actuation button and actuating said first lookabl e 
locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 360 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism includes a cable; wherein said 
cable comprises a first end and a second end; wherein said first end of said cable is 
attached to said first actuation lever of said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism; and wherein moving said a second end of said cable results in moving at 
least a portion of said first actuation lever away fi-om at least one said a first fulcrum 
bearing surface resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation button and actuating said 
first lookabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism 



17 



18 



Serial No. ;09/566;2 1 5 Docket No. LSN-5 

Claim 361 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 338, wherein 
said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism includes a cable; wherein said 
cable comprises a first end and a second end; wherein said first end of said cable is 
attached to said second actuation lever comprising of said first lookabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism; and wherein moving said a second end of said cable 
results in moving at least a portion of said second actuation lever away from at tease least 
one said a first fiilcrum bearing surface resulting in d e pr e ssing moving said actuation 
button and actuating said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism 

Claim 362 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 33 1, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising of said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism comprises a ring coimecting said first and said third handle sections 
comprising of said first actuation lever and encircling said first lookabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 363 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 345, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising ef said lookable telescoping spring mechanism 
comprises a ring connecting said first and said third handle sections of said furst and said 
second actuation levers and encircling said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism. 

Claim 364 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 356, wherein 
said actuation mechanism comprising ef said lockable telescoping spring mechanism 
comprises a ring connecting said first and said third handle sections of said first and said 
second actuation levers and encircling said first lookabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism. 
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Claim 365 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism comprises a first telescoping 
section, a second telescoping section, and wherein said resilient spring is disposed within 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism; wherein actuation of said fifst 
lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism allows relative movement between said 
first and said second telescoping sections. 

Claim 366 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism comprises a locking gas spring 
which comprises: 

a cylinder, a piston disposed within said cylinder and extending outwardly 
therefrom; a resilient spring material comprising pressurized gas disposed within said 
cylinder, a fluid gas flow control valve including a fluid gas flow control valve extension 
that extends outwardly from said locking gas spring; wherein said fluid gas flow control 
valve extension comprises said a movable actuation button extending outwardly from 
said locking gas spring. 

Claim 367 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 365, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism additionally comprises a stand 
tube, wherein one said a first telescoping section comprising ef said fir s t lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism does not extend mov e axially in relationship to said stand 
tube; and wherein said stand tube comprises an opening on at least one end; wherein one 
said a s e cond t elescoping section can move axially within said opening of said stand tube. 

Claim 368 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 365, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism additionally comprises a first 
tube, said first tube disposed in a telescoping arrangement with said first lockabl e locking 
telescoping spring mechanism; wherein said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism is included within said first tube- 
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Claim 369 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 368, wherein 
said first lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism additionally comprises a second 
tube, said second tube disposed in a telescoping arrangement with said first tube, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism is disposed within said first and 
said second tubes. 

Claim 370 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 368, wherein 
said first tube comprises at least one of said arfest sctid longitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surfaces surfaee. 

Claim 371 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 368, wherein 
said first tube further comprises a telescoping spring mechanism support, wherein said 
first lockable locking telescoping spring mechanism is attached to said telescoping spring 
mechanism support, 

wherein said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism, when actuated, 
pushes against said telescoping spring mechanism support. 

Claim 372 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 369, wherein 
said second tube comprises at least one of a first said longitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surfaces swfeee. 

Claim 373 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 369, wherein 
said second tube comprises a telescoping spring mechanism support, wherein said fitfst 
lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism is attached to said telescoping spring 
mechanism support, 

wherein said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism, when actuated, 
pushes against said telescoping spring mechanism support. 
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Claim 374 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 368, wherein 
said first tube furtiier comprises a first component support, wherein said component 
support is adapted for supporting a component; wherein said first tube is attached to said 
first component support and extends axially therefi'om. 

Claim 375 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 369, wherein 
said second tube fiirther comprises a second component support, wherein said component 
support is adapted for supporting a component; wherein said first tube is attached to said 
second component support and extends axially therefi'om. 

Claim 376 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 367, wherein 
said stand tube fiirther comprises a third component support, wherein said component 
support is adapted for supporting a component; wherein said stand tube is attached to said 
third component support, is supported by said third component support, and extends 
axially therefrom. 

Claim 377 (currently amended) The actuation mechanism of claim 374, wherein said 
component support comprises at least one said a first fulcrum bearing surface. 

Claim 378 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism further comprises at least one a 
fifst component support; wherein each said first component support is adapted for 
supporting a component; and wh e r e in a wherein one said component support is disposed 
on at least one end of said fir s t lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism. 

Claim 379 (currently amended The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 378, wherein 
one said a component support additionally supports at least one said a fir s t actuation 
lever. 
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Claim 380 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 378, wherein 
one said a component support additionally comprises at least one said a-fifst fulcrum 
bearing surface. 

Claim381 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 378,wherein 
said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism comprises a first said 
component support; and a second said component support; wherein said first component 
support is disposed at one end of said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
mechanism and comprises a floor contacting base; wherein said floor contacting base 
su pports said i s adapted for supporting at l e ast first lockabl e locking telescoping spring 
h e ight adjustm e nt lifting mechanism; and wherein said second component support is 
disposed at the opposite end of said first lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism 
and comprises a first fumiture component supp ort: wherein said first furniture component 
support is adapted for supporting a fumiture component; wherein at least said first 
lockabl e locking telescoping spring mechanism extends is longitudinally dispos e d 
vertically above said base, is supported by said base, and comprises a first lockable 
locking t e l es coping spring h e ight adju s tm e nt lifting m e chanism; and wh e r e in said first 
lockabl e t e l e scoping spring h e ight adjustm e nt lifting m e chanism further comprises a fifst 
height adjustable column; wherein said first height adjustable colunrn extends is 
longitudinally dispos e d vertically above said base, and is supported by said base; 

wh e r e in said first lockabl e t e lescoping spring h e ight adjustm e nt lifting 
m e chanism comprise s a r e sili e nt spring mat e rial; 

wherein ttpen the actuation of said locking lockabl e telescoping spring h e ight 
adjustm e nt lifting m e chanism, said r e sili e nt spring mat e rial may be compr e ss e d; and 
wh e r e in upon actuation, said r e sili e nt s pring mat e rial of said lockabl e t e l e scoping spring 
h e ight adjustm e nt lifting m echanism, if compr e ss e d, will r e sili e ntly e xpand unless a 
suffici e nt compr e ssiv e force is appli e d to said lockabl e t e l e scoping spring height 
adjustm e nt lifting m e chanism; 
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wher e in said actuation and r e sili e nt e xpansion of said compr e ss e d spring mat e rial of e ach 
of said lockabl e tel es coping s pring height adjustm e nt lifting mechanisms results in 
applying an upward force to said first furniture component support; support, r e sulting in 
the rising of said first furnitur e compon e nt support r e lativ e to th e floor ; 

wherein said adjustable spring mechanism comprises a height adjustable pedestal. 

Claim 382 (currently amended) The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 381, 
comprising a furniture component disposed above and supported by said furniture 
component support, 

wh e r e in said first h e ight adjustabl e column comprise s a furnitur e compon e nt dispos e d 
abov e at l e ast a first furnitur e component support. 

Claim 383 (new); The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein said first 
actuation lever can rotate; wherein rotating said first actuation lever in either opposite 
direction can result in moving said actuation button to said second unlocked position. 

Claim 384 (new): The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein said first 
actuation lever can pivot; wherein pivoting said first actuation lever in either opposite 
direction can result in moving said actuation button to said second unlocked position. 

Claim 385 (new): The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, wherein said first 
actuation lever can pivot and rotate; wherein pivoting or rotating said first actuation lever 
in e ith e r opposit e direction can result in moving said actuation button to said second 
unlocked position. 
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Claim 386 (new): The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 324, further comprising 
first and second oppositely disposed longitudinal sxirfaces each disposed longitudinal 
longitudinally parall e l said locking telescoping spring mechanism; wherein each of said 
first and said second longitudinally disposed surfaces faces said actuation button; 
longitudinal an insid e surfac e facing said actuation button, and an outsid e surfac e facing 
away from said actuation button; wherein said first longitudinally disposed longitudinal 
surface comprises a first opening; wherein said second longitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surface comprises a second opening; wherein each opening comprises said 
first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces, respectively; wherein said first actuation 
lever is disposed within said first and said second openings and can rotate on said first 
and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces therein; wherein said first actuation lever 
comprises a cam lever; wherein rotation of said cam lever in either opposite direction can 
result in moving said actuation button to said second unlocked position. 

Claim 387 (new): The adjustable spring mechanism of claim 386, wherein said op e nings 
at least one said opening comprising said first or and said second longitudinally disposed 
longitudinal surfaces 9^ is enlarged; wherein said first actuation lever can pivot on one 
of said first and said second fulcrum bearing surfaces; wherein pivoting of said first 
actuation lever in e ith e r oppo s it e direction can result in moving said actuation button to 
said second unlocked position. 
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Claims 324-382 are currently pending in this application. 

By this amendment, applicant amends claims 324-329, 332-344, 346-357 and 359-382. 
Also by this amendment, applicant has added new claims 383-387. 
Therefore, claims 324-387 are presented to the Examiner for consideration. 

Remarks 

The invention is an adjustable furniture column to support a furniture component. The 
furniture component, for example, can be a table top or a chair seat. The adjustable 
furniture column of the subject invention supports the furniture component so its position 
can be adjusted relative to the floor. 

The specifications at RELATED APPLICATIONS have been amended to include 
continuation-in-part data that was mistakenly omitted at the time this patent application 
was submitted to USPTO. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



